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TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLAS SIFICATION: 
(_] Teletype (-] Immediate (_] TOP SECRET 
] Facsimile f_] Priority (-] SECRET 
Airtel f_] Routine _] CONFIDENTIAL 
(CVEFTO 
5 ouear Ler 
Date he ee 


vee eee ia a a ee ee ee we ee ee ee eH Se SY 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 


Tech. Servs 
Trainirg 
Public Alfs. Off-|_— 
Telephone Rm. 
Director’s See’y_|_— 


SAC, WFO (89-506) (P) 


FROM: 


CHANGED I.0. 


CAS-IOHTC-Extortion 


(00:WFO) 
Title marked changed to delete names of victims, 
ari mber of individuals victimized and to , 
add reviously carried as , 
Unsub wi ‘b7c 
ReBuairtel to Albany and 5 79 dated 87/12/77 3 
WFO teletype to Bureau d OUR ae) 
EXPLA ged Bw? eG — 3924 —Ol) 2 
For information of oy aaa numerous divisions pa 
have ditional information indicating co 
that is fhe b6 
same person using the name oO rd OOS BVO... b7C 
requested to furnish WFO with original FD-302's on the aac 
interviews conducted in this matter. y JUN 18 1977 
To date, similar calls have been recelved. DY, nee 
Alexandria, Chicago, Cleveland, Denver, Detroit, Houston, 
Indianapolis, Jacksonville, Los Angeles, Newark, New Orleans, 
Norfolk, Omaha, Philadelphia, San Francisco, St. Louis and \ 
Washington Field. In each case, caller identified himself 
b6 
b7c 


@)-Bureau 


3-All offices 4/ 
2~WFO on 


GNF: img all JUN 16 1977 


Transmitted ___ Per 
(Number) (Time) 


GPO : 1927 7 225-539 


at 


nace ata C; 
orn sth ere a to Fe Estee 
“has been * CaP fir wt Hiblic’ HERS 

1eyepapera\ and thagazines. 7: 
aaacd i, Wicating.. : 


sy, Nortihés invoivedi* 


‘Gigmeby sme Tey 


i gta ia 


28. Beck: at’ ‘iiashing Nagin 


ea’ Ns Top 
EXTOLaH ee 


AS Stage ‘play’ in “Wasnithetons, De 
Pecel ved" a numbet ofs th 
identi ying: himself. ‘ag 
-following ‘day ; another _ ll-was Pecetvéed form -an indi vidoe 
ictbdenti-fyineshimselt s: 
at i which tine He- advised that<=he. was going. to kill 
A numbér, of. additional. calls: Were, made Dy 
himself as] 


phone ndniber: “was ‘called by ‘an. associate 
ac “a woman-who- Sdentified . 


nog 2er | 


oes Race ba SEL 


o- 


On January 7 , New Rochelle interviewed 
was livin — who advised 
i ; Ba ome an ad recentl 
peen released from Gracie Square Hospital, New Yorke City (NYC) 
about two months ago, where he had been committed by them. 


—sIn view of ‘me t ivistabalg } 
interview was conducted. os a PBSEADTIEEY » no 
An airtel dated August 26 “QT6 i 
SAC, Albany, and alj lees 7) a i re ve 
ASSASS ON OF PRESIDENT - bic 
| ~ FL REN? 3 DALLAS , TEXAS," advised as follows: 


[das used the same method of operation (MO) 


in which he alleges involvement or information p ini to 
the KENNEDY assassinations. It also states that 

has a penchant for calling long distance and talking with 
persons whose names he has seen in the newspaper. It should 


also be mentioned that one of the addresses captioned 
case,| 


b7Cc 


case. ; 


On May 27, 1977, contact wien saL | 


U.S. Secret Service that their organization has 
maintained files onf Lor some time and is classified 
as a "nut" caller. advi check of U.S. 
Secret Service records reflect chat] [ves last arrested 
on March 16, 1977, by Nassau County Police, for threatening 
a hostage who was released from the Hanafi takeover in WDC. 


further stated that in November, 1975, 
contacted various police departments and individuals 
throughout the country, advising that he was involved with - 
the assassination of MARTIN LUTHER KING and JOHN F. KENNEDY. 
' Other information developed was that would 
periodically call the White House and ask for the President , 
or call other distinguished individuals such as EDWARD KENNEDY , 
SUSAN FORD, RICHARD NIXON, ETC.. pe vee interviewed 
by U.S. Secret Service and admitted making the calls. 


3+. 


WFO , a9. 506 a‘ a a < 
2 On May. 277 1977; ‘SA | 
a advised their .NYC ‘Office o! ie information per- ~'+ | 
. ‘taining ‘toL____lana’ reque "U.S.. Secret Service: oe 
_* Agents: be preseny ot: ‘the time was interviewed. ‘ bic 


: The folléwing andividuals have been victimized 
by captioned individual: toe 


April 23. 977, 
April 255 1977, 
aie 29, SOT MURRAY FROMSON (Los bnmekee ye 


b6 
b7Cc 


May 12, 


WFO 89-506 


May 17, 1977 ee 


May 2 19 


Washi Field is awaiting the results of 
interview otf and will advise all offices of the 
information.‘ Washington Field has also obtained subpoena 
for toll records onf . 


All offices involved should disseminate above 
information to interested police departments. and insure 
that WFO receives copies of all correspondence in this 


matter. ay. : As 
wk an : . 3 tty . ‘ . 
: . ARMED AND DANGEROUS: 
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TRANSMIT VIA: PRECEDENCE: CLAS SIFICATION: 
(_] Teletype [_] Immediate [_] TOP SECRET 
("] Facsimile [7] Priority (_) SECRET 
(X) Airtel (] Routine [] CONFIDENTIAL 
OEFTO 

( CLEAR 

1 

I 


ea OPED 


ee DIRECTOR, FBI 


FROM: ADIC, LOS ANGELES (9-6086) 
RE: IRVING-GROSSMAN, aka pe: 
Basil@ornfield; 
ET AL 
CAS = IOHTC; | | 
EXTORTION 
00: Washington Field 
Ny) 
JN Re Washington Field teletype to Bureau dated 
6/14/77. 


Enclosed for Washington Field are originals 
and one copy each of FD-302's listed below. Also, enclosed 
for Boston is one copy each of listed FD-302's: 


1. MURRAY FROMSON, 4/29/77. 


° ttt al 


O- Bureau - 
- Boston (Encl. 9) 
2 - Washington Field (Encl. 18) 


2 - Los Angeles 
1 
Transmitted — ee 
(Number) (Time) 


LA 9=6086 


Also, enclosed is one original insert reflecting 
information furnished by the Los Angeles Police Department 


(LAPD) on 4/29/77, for Washington Field with one copy for 
Boston. 


On 6/15/77, Assistant U. S. Attorney| ____| 
== Los Angeles, declined prosecution of subject at 
os Angeles, inasmuch as prosecution would be best pursued 
by Boston. 


b6 
b7Cc 


P-263 (Rev. 7-15-78) ; . Mig oon 9e> ee 
joven » wad ene ff ~~ ¥ sey a 5 2 sot ¥ ; p je . 3 . b6 
FEDERAL@SBUREAU OF INV@STIGATION : 
‘DATE ——~S~”~*C*WAWESTIGATIVEPERIOD 
Ga L -77 6/2-10/77 


ITLE OF CASE t RESORT MADE BY —_ Sana TYPED BY 


TING OFFICE OFFICE OF ORIGIN 


Sea 


BOSTON BOSTON 


te eee are nner tr evenesnerntn nee etna tr tre 


isl S™—~dSs pot 
CHARACTER GF CASE rs 


AFO ~ EXTORTION 


Washington Field Office teletype to Boston, 
dated §-2-77.-° 


New Rochelle teletype to Bureau, Boston, and 
Washington Field, dated 6-2-77,-s3 


Boston dated 6-6-77.-L| 


7 Washington Field Office teletype to Bureau and 
eo Boston teletypes to Burezu, New R 
— 


O 
Washington Field dated 6/3, 7, 9, 10/77. 


: ; \ 
| ~P- Sf ra Lf af {2 


PENDING OVER 
SPENDING PRO 


SPRCIAL AGENT 
IN CHARGE 


frnes o-eNoLOsute , 
oston, Mass. 0 
Secret Service, 


APPROVED 


COPIES MADE: 


(dBurez 
T+USA, 
1-U. &. 

Cambridge, Mass. ae 
l-New Rochelle, N. Y. RA (Info) 
2-Washington Field (83-508) 
2-Boston (89-200) 


Date Fwd. i 


iluw Fwd. Go 


cane cae 


\Qts OLALZIOK GEYER PAGE 
nT MAE D LIOWLIAE 


@ 
& 


BS 89-200 
ENCLOSURES: 
TO BUREAU 
One (1) Fingerprint Card_and 
One (1) Photograph of 
LEADS 
BOSTON 


AT BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS . Will follow and report 
prosecutive action, this Division. 


NEW ROCHELLE, NEW YORK: (CINFORMATION) 
Information copy of instant o ing furnished 
New Rochelle RA inasmuch as subject permanent 
address is in the Bronx, N. Y. 


ADMINISTRATIVE 


Additional copy of instant report furnished to Bureau 
because of U. S. Secret Service interest in this matter. One ~- 
copy disseminated locally to U. S. Secret Service, Cambridge, 
Mass., per their request. 


B % 


COVER PAGE 
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1919-204 (Rev, 3-3-59) 


— 4 


on STATES DEPARTMENT OF @...: 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


1-USA, Boston, Mass, (Attn: aust | b6 
1-U. S. Secre S echnology square, Cambridge ,Mass. g2nsPiS 
Copy ter (Attn: SA 


rn 


mae 6-14-77 


Field Office File #: 89-200 Bureau File #: 


Characters ASSAULTING A FEDERAL OFFICER - EXTORTION 


Synepsitt nformation received at the Boston FBI Office that between 
4-23-77 and 5.~25-77, numerous individuals throughout the 
United States were victimized in id Pas pele telephonic 


_threats te their lives. _ information devel i he 
se FBI that of Be 
might be me D east Ee for- the bic 
telephone calls. The gue of this case disc i 
AUSA, Boston, Mass horized arrest of 
conditionally upo being interviewed ting 
telephone calls. locat oston on 6-10+ 77 by 
U. S. Secret Service Agents. | orton on 8. by FBI 
Agents and, after being advised o Is constitutional rights, 


furnished a detailed statement admitting numerous telephone 
calls made from ‘Boston, Mass. and New York to points throughout 
d States, threatening to kill prominent persons. 
arrested by BuAgents an with violation of 
itle » USC, Section 875(c).  Jeppeared before U. S, 
Magistrate PRINCI » Boston, on 6-10- and bond was set in the 
amount of $100,000 with surety. AUSA, Boston, also motioned 


court for judicial determination of mental competency. 
ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 


ao Pw 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned toe your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


W U.S. GPO:1975-0-575-841 


BS 89-200 


DETAILS: 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS _ 


The investigation of this case was predicated upon 
receipt of a communication dated June 2, 1977, from the 
Washington Field Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
advising that the following individuals and their families have 
been victimized by long-distance telephonic threats to their 
lives; 


Date Victim 

b6 
April 23? 1977 b7C 
April 25, 1977 
April 29, 1977 MURRAY FROMSON, Los Angeles, California 
May 5, 1977 
May 6, 1977 
May 7, 1977 


May 9, 1977 


May 11, 1977 


May 13, 1377 


BS 89-200 


b7Cc 


he made telephone calls to ; 


said he usually makes one or two telephone ca ay an 
impossible to recall all the people he called. 


™ 


- + Interviewed on 


FO-302. (REV. 11-27-70) C) & é : 
4 a S. eg 


ca 
. 


“- "~ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


6-14-77 


. Date of tronsgription 


Special Agent (SA) after 


interviewing at the United States Se 
i <fice ze, Massachusetts. arrested 
fs 


for violation of Title 18, United States Co 
Seetion 875C. 


tim being photographed and fingerprinted, 
was transferred to District Cne of the Boston 
Police Department, Boston, Massachusetts, to be incarcerated, 
pending his appearance before the United States Magistrate. 


Massachusetts-i.¢ Boston 89-200 


SAS 
ag 6 
Ba! 6-10-77 
<fDY see Se eee Odleditlated coe 
“This document contoins neither recommendations: norcconclusions. of the FBis It is the property of the FBI and-is loaned to your agency; 
it and its. contents ore not to be distributed oulside your agency. 


b6 
b7C 


be 
b7C 


BS 89-200 
; : b6 
. On June 10, 1977, a complaint charging, | BIC 
with violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 
was signed by sal. sd before United States 
Magistrate PETER W. PRINCI, Boston. 


United States Magistrate PETER W. PRINCI, at which time bond 

in the amount of $100,000 with surety was set. At this time 
Assistant United States Nee a ee a motion 
for judicial determination of mental competency under the provisions 
of Title 18, United States Code, Section 4244. 


IN VIEW OF THE FACT THAT i 
MADE NUMEROUS TELEPHONE CALLS IN INTERSTATE COMMER NTAINING 


THREATS TO KILL THE PERSONS HE CALLED AND THEIR FAMILIES, 


SUBJECT SHOULD EE CONSIDERED ARMED.AND DANGEROUS. b6 


Lys 


te ame 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF wvesi™riox = 


; S * 
Nie 
od ~ % 


WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 


Dates <OULE SST: 2907 Pca ets b6é 
TO: SAC, ._HOUSTON (9-1890) — ae - LOHTC - EXTARTION b7c 


to 


Invoice. of Contents 


‘ : [7 Crypt.-Trans., , 
L EVIDENCE EVIDENCE EVIDENGEbocument 
: P&C 
ONE EA; TCROCASSETTE en Engineering 


JUL 9.7 977 715654: 


Sperie| Instructions 


: FBI File No. 
Mail Room: Show shipment date and registry number. 89-3 924 
' “Shipping Room: Show shipment date; bill of lading number; . E-4811TV 
| initial i na Bh return to hecked i in block; after 
Las? placed in administrative file. 


Se an TERED MAIL RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED" Fel/pos 


£. "w~S ; 
EV BSS Reavy 7-18-78) t . 


/-PEDERAL. BUREAU OF INVESTIGATICRN 


FICE OF SRIGIN DATE l INVESTIGATIVE PERION 


8-17-77 [6-14-97 = 8a 17=77 


eee 


REPORTING OFFICE ees OF 
Cd 
srr i : 
BOSTON) BOSTON | 
Da ake 4 


{PEPORT MADE ay 


| 
aka | 


REFERENCE: Report of SA at Boston 
dated 6~-14-7 


ENCLOSURES: Enclosed for the Detroit and Indianapolis 
Divisions is one xerox copy each of referenced 
report. 


LEADS 
HEADS Lees 
DETROIT a JA a 


oes . fe 


AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


nome mee aerate aes 


WLLL forward to 


4... ~~ ai 


the Boston Division FDR-362's 


a 2 > 


reflecti 
calis to 


b6 4 
b7C 


ja BONE facgutr- CASE HAS BEEN: 
| RETOVERIES TALS 
fee. FeO aee TF PENODING OVER ONE YEAR [_jves [Tino 
PENDING PROSECUTION 
OVER SIX MONTHS {("}ves (Jsc ~y 
So eR oe Se ee sate aeons a | 
> eRe ' 
ee eae DO NOT WRITE iN SPACES BELOW 


es 


APPROVEO 


IN CHARGE 


COPIES MADE: - ; C7 

@sureau C4 os 

2-Detroit (9+3519) (Enc.1) oh ea ae 
~Indianapolis (Ené¢.1) omens eee 


“WFO (89~506) 
1-USA, Boston, Mass, ee 


Z-Boston (89-200) 


Dissemination Record cf Aitached Report | Notations 


AG a eee | 


| | 


cue oe al 


a a ae = 


| & \ 


mech arene nee ee Hee A A ne Ht met 


B 
4 v I 


eae 


=: ® 
BS 89-200 
Detroit on 5-23-77. 
INDIANAPOLIS 
AT ANDERSON, INDIANA 
Will forward to Boston, FD-302's reflecting 
ai regarding the threatening telephone calls made to 
on 5-15-77, and 5-16-77. bé 
b7C 
BOSTON 
AT BOSTON, MASS. 


Will determine exact dates that ’ 
resided at Essex House, Harvard House, Beacon Hotel and 
the rooming house at 71 Marlboro Street. 


Will follow and report prosecutive action 
this division. 


Bee 
COVER PAGE 
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: UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE . 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Copyto: 1ySA, Boston, Massachusetts (ATTN: aus ; ae 
Report of: ) Office: Boston, Massachusetts 
Date: August 17, 1977 . . 


Field Office File #: 89-200 Bureau File #: 


Character: ASSAULTING A FEDERAL OFFICER ~ EXTORTION 


Synopsis: 


Investi j j threatening telephone calls 

. Made ee victims throughout the U.S. b6 

_ during the months of May through dune, 1977, set forth. bic 
ARMED AND DANGEROUS. 


on ert are ee 9 EE 


(P) 


Details: 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loanec to your agency; it and its contents ; 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


¥¢ U.S. GPO:1975-0-575-841 f A 


TABLE OF CONTENTS 
Date of City & State Where Page 
Telephone Call Victim Telephone Call Received Number 


5-6-77 2 Bo b7C 


5-12-77 © es 
5-26-77 oe 8 
5-5-77 ee 9 
5-12-77 wr. LO) 


5-11-77 * 11-15 


5-6-77 s 16-18 
5-11-77 e ry 19821 


4-30-77 oe 22H23- 


7 
4-29-77 MURRY FROMSON Los Angeles, California .. 24.27 


5-2-7 7 
5-19-77 
5-22-77 


eed es aoe fa 


6-1-77 


wee ee 


VHE WALL ST REET - JOURNAL, Wes ine 


“Yi n 


‘* . - abe. oat Ad 


Wins ee 


ry ry rps yy ¢ : ; 
— New Small Hotels Larive Amon 


By Emphasizing a EP Crs onal ee 


RAgS Es 


te ce mire eee net a 


Seen eet Gsteina s 
By HARLAN §, BYRse | "Converting old buildings costs about; 
Staff Reporter of Tux Watt StReey JOURNAL half what new construction would be,’ Mr. 
A Chicago executive found himself in al Coleman say3, and he adds he is considering 
mob of convention goers at an 1.600-room] similar ventures in Washington, D.C., and 
New York hotel. It tock him 90 minutes to} other large cilles. : i 
check in, he says, and 15 minutes ta squeeze Whitehall's amenities rank the place | 
to a crowded elevator, only to find theni among better hotels. There's a conclerge to 
_that his roorn wasn ‘t ready, fetch Usealer tickets and cerform other 
“After a hard day and a rough Hips who! chores for guests, an unpacking service and 
needs that?" he asks. So nowadays when he} hair dryera for women: A history ig kept on| 
is in New York, the execulive stays at a} repeat guests to erisure that Irving Wallace, | 
«auch smaller hotel, where he gets much/ the author, has a typewriter in his room, or 
better service. that an entertainer has his favorite brand of 
It's for the iikes of the Chicago executive! Scotch whisky awaiting his arrival. One ex- 
that elegant small hotels are enjoying a re-} ecutive Insists on a bed board for his aching 
birth in the U-S., ag an alternative to the eae back. Tne Whitehall provides strict privacy 
chain establishments. Small hotels tradition- pon request (callers are toid the guest isn't! 
ally flourished outside the big cities. and a registered). The Tremont is operated sirat- 
1936 Rodgers and Hart sormg ‘There's lariy, but with fewer flourishes— and a ste 
Small Hotel” helped to romanticize ee ing room rate that's $17 under the pe 
awed eh an inn in New Jersey says ath hall's $59 minimum. 
as the one lyricist Lorenz Hart had in| Mr. Coleman isn't alone in ccnyerting 


nd Richard Rodgers’s autobiography, | older preperties. Two such conversions have 
“Easy Stages,’ says the hotel in the seng| been masterminded by Philip Pisti!], presi- 
was just ‘an idesiized country inn.) cent ci the Alameda Plaza, a 400-r0om lux. 


Today's new, small hotels, however, are: 
being opened in major cities, sometimes; 
right in the midsts of their giant competi- 
tors. Ovmers of the new hotels say they are | 
sceking to emulate tie fine litue hotels of 
Europe, and they citen advertise the “Ev: 
ropean style’ of their places. 

An Acquired Taste 
A few-small hotels like the Algonauin in 


properties in other cities; I’m negotiating 
now to buy one,"’ Mr. Pistilli says. 
A Rechristening 
Six vears ago, Mr. Pistilli's company ac- 
quired the aging FNelding Hotel in San Fran- 
cisco, next door to the Hotel St. Francis. 
Once renovated, the Hlelding was rechris- 
tened the Raphael, after a Parxis hetel, and 
New York have long been preferred by| set up with European-type services. The 150- 
taany travelers, {Including celebrities such! room Raphael has been profitable the past 
as actors and authors. As the taste {s being| four years. and occupancy hes been averag: 
s.cquired by business executives and others! ing above 3% 
tired of the bustle and impersonality of The Alameda, which is owned by J. C. 
many big hotels, the new genre is benefit-| Nichols Co., later acquired an apartment 
ing. building across the street in Kansas City, 
The better little hotels can provide the in-| renovated it and opened it as a 120-room Ra- 
timacy and decor that usually aren't practi-} phael Hotel in September 1975. Both Ra- 
cal. for most large hotels. If properly Jo-| phaels use the slogan, ‘A Little Elegant Ho- 
cated, & small hotel can make up for the] tel.’ The Kansas City Raphaels became 
jack of shops or other conveniences of a] profitable within a year. Mr. Pistilli pro- 
large one. The main seliing point of most} duces copies of Tetters from newspaper and 
- small hotels is the personal attention they] television executives, lavishly praising the 
give to guests at prices competitive with the! Kansas City Raphael for the way they were 
aotit ge out ct mys : treated during the Republican National Con 
“T go cut ct Py, “way “to get ‘intola” “small wventfon last summer. 
IN Philadelphta’s Rittenhouse Square 
arka, a 50-year-old luxury apartment bnild- 


| 
ury hotel in Kansas Cily. We're looking ' 
| 


eee DUTT te me 


rb ofel,”* ‘says E..f. Collinswerth Jr.,- presi- 
zeent of Bilsa &: Laughlin Industries, a;Cht- 
_,eAgo steel-preducts company. “I ike the int was overhauled and opened five years 
personal feeling of having the hctel manager agb ag the Lathum Hotel. Stressing personal 
“or other employes call me by name." A Chi-i cece and a home-ilke atmosphere, the La-; 
cago hotelman suggesia that executives like| tham has achieved the highest occupancy | 
the one-to-one relationship they can have] rate of Philadelphia downtewn hotels, E. 
with the manager of a small hotel. ‘That's! Barnett Steinmetz, managing director, 
claims. 
: in Beverly ae pas Max K. Baril has 


the way Hey Fe used to doing Besar: - 


mm luxury hotels ag the Lies “ye 
s| Hills, the Beverly Wushire and the Hei-Atr. 
hard to document the trend, as industry sta-! The 100-room Beverly Rodeo was opened 
tistics don't distinguish one hotel from an- le four years ago after Mr. Baril took over a 
ther. But examples abound of sntrepies faltering hotel and refurbished it. 
feurs who are providing the trend. “4 Littl Gem” 
‘Among the Giants | “We've put a lot of effort Into ¢y reeting 
Consider Chicago's plush North Michigan] people by name and making them feel at 
Avenue area, which {s dotted with such fine| home,"' says Mr. Barth, His adverusing slo- 
luxury hotels as the Drake, the Ritz-Carlton] pan: “Among the riches of Beverly Hills ts 
and the Astor Tower. Into their midst camel a little gem of ao hotel." 
John B. Colemsn, a  year-ale real-estate Preterring to build from scratch 1s Mor- 
developer, Three years ago he opened the ris G. Levy Jr.. a Minneapolis hotel opera: 
200-room. Whitchull Hotel and leased it to] tor. Two years ago. Mr. Levy opentc! Lhotel 
Lex Group Services Ltd. of London. Last! Sofftel {no Minneapolis suburb no! far from 
fall, he opened the adjoining W@rcom Tre-] tie alrport. The JM-room Sefitel, Mr. Levy 
mort Hotel, which ts mange, by Vrust! boasts, Is the “first Prench hotel fn the 
Houses Porte Lids af Tandon Both hotels| US.) with such taucher as a Prench-speak- 
were renovated fram old residential hatels, tug telephone operator, an excellent reataue 


SL eee ee wneenr tl rantand perhaps the only bideta ta Minne: 


hy 


pancy rates and become prot 
than large nev’ hotels, thelr owners say. It’s 


aokP 
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| | 
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| Mr. Levy would participate in any franchise 


with operators of New York's 


May 11, 1977. 


ris 


ce and Intimacy 


Mr. Lavy has a franchise agreement with | 
the Sofitel hotel chain in Europe authoriz 
him to seek franchisees in cther U.S. cith 


fees paid to Sofitel. The chain SPP ary 
hones to capitailze on increasing travel by 
Europeans in the U.S. Operators of other lit. 7 
tle hotels belleve they also are Sect e a 
from rnore travel by foreigners accustomed i 
to statang {n srnal! hotels. One es hotel 
chan, ee pea loned eas 


656 


elegant 225-room United Nations Plaza Hotel 7° 
in New York. A Hyatt official says business f 
is excellent. ; ; 
The Lure of Fine Food 

Fine canine ig often .an. attractlon. 
small hotels. At the 160-rocm Pontehartra! 
‘Hotel in New “Crleans,® a’ Chicago executi 
says he keeps coming back for such dish 
as trout veronique, which is lightly poachs 
and covered with grapes and the Pontcher. / 
train’s cwn glozed hoUandaise sauce. L elie 
Aschaffenburg, the owner, says food-an 
beverage dusinege is shout double rental y 
revenue. He says the hotel's accoimmeda- 
thons compare favorably with the best ho 7 
tels, and the Pontchartrain’s rooms are fille: ip 
most week nights. 

Mr. Coleman of Chicago has been fortu- 
nete because the Whitehall purchase in 
cluded the highly regerded Whitehall Chub 
Restaurant. At the Tremont, he teerred uy 
Zt Club} ant, 
opening Crickets, the hotel's reste auranih! 
Crickets has helned Mr. Coleman make wie) 
Trement a focal point for Chicago social ives, 

Hotelmen generally agice the success cia 4 
small luxury hotel can bs promoted by the 
support of the upper-class residents of the; | 
area. They can Influence, coe) both per 
scnel and business contacts, where a lot cf || 
travelers will stay. Word-of-mouth advertis- ie 
ing by salisticd guests Js perhaps even more, . 
important. Small hotels need it because they? 
can't come close to matching the advertis-[ 
Ing budgets of big hotei chains, 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


1) _ e 5/4/77 


Date of tronscription 


MURRAY FROMSON was contacted at his place 
of employment, Columbia Broadcasting System (CBS), 7800 
Beverly Boulevard, at FROMSON's request. FROMSON 
thereafter furnished the following information: 


FR ed at DEE ONaanery 11230: :AM 
that morning had re call from 
a man identifying himself as SON 


advised that immediately after this ca tacted 
him and advise the contents in that had 
stated to| | that he knew about or was involved 
with the } H KING, JR. and JOHN F. KENNEDY 
assassinations. This caller further stated he desired 

to surrender to Mr. FROMSON at 2:00 P : prib 30, 


MSON's Los Angeles home. advised 
that the: caller indicated that if FROMSON did 
not help him, he would kill FROMSON, 


FROMSON advised wnat] urn related 
to him that the caller stated he read about FROMSON in 
"Money'' magazine and that he resided at 215 New Orleans 


Drive, New Orleans, Louisiana. 


FROMSON stated about 11:45 AM, he received a 
: j ividyal id LE himself as 


concerning the 11:30 AM call. FROMSON advised that 
the caller stated he knew about what was involved in the 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. and JOHN F. KENNEDY assassinations 
and desired to sivrendex himself to FROMSON at 2:00 PM the 
- following day. FROMSON advised, however, that the caller 
did not threaten to kill him. FROMSON advised he was only 
-able to ask the caller one question, and.asked him why he 
had selected him to surrender to, and the caller stated, 
"Because I like you." 


Teens identical to the ones related to him by 


Interviewed_on 
NaN ~ 


PBI cs 


by -— Date dictated -.. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the PBI. It is the property of the FB and is loaned to 
your agency; it and ifs contents are not (o be distributed outside your agency. 
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4/29/77 -o Los Angeles, California fi. # Los Angeles SG _ 6086 
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2 
LA 9-6086 


FROMSON advised that when the call first 
came through, he put the caller on hold for a féw seconds 
while he notified the Los Angeles Police Department in 
an effort to get the call traced. FROMSON further stated 


that when J ¢ to talk to the caller, 
FROMSON's listened in on the 
call. .FROMSON described the callér as being a white 


male, approximately age 50 with an Eastern accent, who 
sounded very calm and casual. FROMSON stated it was 

his opinion the call was long distance due to static 

and noises on the line. He further stated that he thought 
he would be able to recognize the voice again. 


FROMSON advised that a photograph and career 
biography regarding himself did appear in the April 1977 
issue of "Money" magazine. He further stated his home 
address and number was published in the 1976 issue of 
the Los Angeles Telephone Directory but that the 1977 
edition contained only his first initial, last name, 
and Petey one number. 


FROMSON provided the following descriptive 


data: 

Name MURRAY FROMSON 

Sex Male 

Race White 

Date of Birth September 1, 1929 

Height Dt 75 

Weight 163 ‘pounds 

Hair Brown 

Eyes Hazel 

Address 1407 Beckwith Avenue 
Los Angeles, California 90049 

Home Telephone 451-1110 

Business Telephone 651-2345, extension 2202 

Occupation Correspondent, 

Columbia Broadcasting System. 

15 years 
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TITLE OF CASE 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


AFO - EXTORTION 


% 


. _ ~ Basa! ee 
EPERENCE: Boston report tae dated, 6/14/77. 


- P 
ADMI STRAT ; 
Fo Bureau information for the sake of continui ti information 
1s referenced report pertaining to the arrest of] nes also 
been included in this report. 
information copy being sent to New Rochelle in view of ; fj 
. a 


subject's permanent residence. 


LEADS: 


WASHINGTON, FIELD 


WDC, and request that this matcer be handied in Beston. 
Will submit airtel to Bureau requesting Boston be 
designated.as office of origin. : 


AT WASHINGTON, D.C. Will present facts to AUSA, A 


RECOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED _ K)NONE =e rea a ~ 


. PRETR! Li * 7 OT CGUIT- CASE HAS GEEN: 
CONVEC cee shie ue] FINES | _SAVINGS { RECOVERIES 
rr a 


__| 


APPROVEO 


xEF s MAD 


“PRPENDING OVER ONE year (_]ves (Ino 


PP ENDING PROSECUTION b6 
OVER SIX MONTHS coy: es [ UNopb7c 


SPECIAL AGENT - a 2 ci"? 
cr aRoe DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BECOW 


(1-USA, Boston) _.... 
-New York (INFO) «7 [7 > 7° V7 
~ WFO . 

(1-U.S. Secret Service, WDC 


i : 

3 + Boston (89- 500)° _ : 
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uvi@ STATES DEPARTMENT OF icc - 4 


o | FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
4 \t 
Copyten. "1 - USA, Washington, D.C. 
ee 7 5.2 Syseanetee, WN: 
- Date: 8/1 77 , ee Bue 


Field Office File #; 89-506 F Bureau File #; 


Character: . ASSAULTING A FEDERAL OFFICER ~ EXTORTION | 


Synopsis: Between 4/23/77 and 6/8/77, numerous individuals throughout 
the United States were victimized in long distance telephone 


calls from joned subject In each case subject identified 
himself as b6 
and gave fictitious New Orleans an os Angeles addresses. b7c 


In every call subject made references to KENNEDY and/or 
KING assassination and threatened to kill the person to whom 
he was speaking with. Each victim was a well known public 
figure whose name commonly appeared in newspapers and magazines. 
The following Field Divisions conducted investigation 
or received complaints from victims. Alexandria, Butte, 
Chicago, Cleveland, Denver, Detroit, Houston, Indianepolis, 
Jacksonville, Las Vegas, Los Angeles, Milwaukee, Newark, 
New Haven, New York, Norfolk, Omaha, Phoenix, Philadelphia, 
san Francisco, St. L ormation from Jacksonville 
Division revealed might be responsible 
for calls. On 6/10/77, . interviewed | 
Agents and admitted to making threatening calls. 
arrested and charged with Title 18, USC, Section 
5(c). AUSA Boston filed motion for judicial determination 
of mental competency. Alexandria, Chicago, Denver, Houston, 
Jacksonville, Indianapolis, Newark, Norfolk, Omaha and Phoenix 
Divisions advised that USA's office would decline prosecu- 
tion in view of subject's arrest in Boston. 
ARMED AND DANGEROUS , 


a 


DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON, D.C. 


This document containa neither recommendati i i 
ations nor conclusions of the FBI.. It is the Property of the FBI and is loaned te your agency; it and its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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WFO 89-506 


DETAILS: AT ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 


16 


WFO 89-506 


AT BUTTE, MONTANA 


WFO 89-506 


AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


WFO emai 


On June 24, 1977, facts regarding captioned 


matter were presented to Assistant United States Attorney 
[| chteago. He advised that he would decline 
prosecution in is matter due to the fact that there is 


prosecution pending against subject in another district. 


b6 
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WFO 89-506 


AT CLEVELAND, OHIO 


a 
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WFO 89-506 


AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN 
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WFO 89-506 


AT DENVER, COLORADO . 


WFO 89-506 


AT DETROIT, - MICHIGAN 


WFO 89-506 


AT HOUSTON, TEXAS 


- ae 


The facts of this case were discussed with 
Assistant United States Attorney (AUSA) on 


June 15, 1977, afterwhich ad he declines prosecution 
“in the Houston area. AUSA pointed out that it. 
re) 


would be more appropriate prosecute in Boston, where the 
subject is located. 


~~ 
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WFO 89-506 


AT INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 


b6 
b7C 


977, Assistant United States 
Attorney SDI, declined prosecution in 
favor of prosecution in Washington, D.C. 
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WFO 89-506 


AT JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA. 


WFO 89-506 


AT LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 
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WFO 89-506 


AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 


WFO 89-506 .= 
. b6 
b7c 


MURRAY FROMSON advised on April 29, 1977, and 
verified this date, that caller, who threatened him on 
April 29, 1977, is described as a white male, approximately 
50 years old with an eastern accent. FROMSON further 

rised very calm and casual. - 
who also received a call 
on April 29, 1977, described caller as a white male with 
a huskey, possibly J 10 could be in his late 


4Q's or early 50's. ee ee 
sounded calm and serious. Both FROMSON and have 
advised that they believe they would recognizé 8 voice. 


again. : 
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WFO 89-506 


AT MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN" 


WFO 89-506 


—. 


AT NEWARK, NEW JERSEY 


oT 


om 


WF 506 


eae 7 Assistant United States 
Attorney Tewark, New Jersey, declined 
prosecution in favor of action by the Office of the United 
States Attorney in Boston, Massachusetts. 


b6 
b7C 


WFO 89-506 


AT NEW HAVEN CONNECTICUT 


WFO 89-506 


AT NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK 


lus 


VQ 89-506 


‘AT NORFOLK, VIRGINIA. .- 
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of this matter were presented to AUSA 
MDVA, tMorfolk, Virginia, on June 21, 1977. 
prosecution in view of this matter being 
vassachusetts, where Federal prosecution is 
ently outstanding for similar type calls. 
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